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SOME SOCIAL FACTORS AFFECTING
FARMERS' AWARENESS AND BEHAVIOUR OF
RATIONAL USE OF WATER TECHNIQUES IN A
DESERT AREA

Hendy, Nabila A. M.
Rural Sociology Department, Desert Rescarch Center, El-Matareya,
Cairo, Egypt.

The study aimed basically at identifying the degree of farmers
awareness  and  behaviour regarding irrigation  water  ratiopalization
techniques . in a reclaimed desert ( EI-Bustan) area .

Data were collected by personal interview from a systematic random
sample of 200 farmers representing about 30% of total population.

The study findings indicate that about half of respondents had a
moderate  degree of awareness with irrigation water rationalization
techniques, and about 38% of respondents had a low and moderate degree of
behaviour regarding irrigation water rationalization techniques.

Based upon stepwise multiple regressions it was found that three
independent variables explained about 36% of total variance in respondents’
awareness with irrigation water rationalization techniques. those variables
were: educational level, farmer’s contacts with agricultural extension and
cosmopoliteness. It was found also that five of independent variables
explained about 55.5% of total variance in respondents’ behaviour 1cgarding
irrigation water rationalization techniques, those variables were: family
income, educational level,

Informal social participation, degree innovativeness and cosmopolitencss.

Finally the study was concluded with several recommendations on
how to improve farmers awareness and behaviour regarding irrigation water
rationalization techniques.
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